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COMPANY PROFILE
OFF WORLD

Off World is an independent production company based in Brussels, capital of Flanders, Belgium and 
Europe. Eric Goossens founded Off World in 1995, joined by Frederik Nicolai in 2002. 
Off World’s main goal is producing author documentaries for the national and international market.  
Over the last few years, the company has built up a large portfolio and a solid reputation as delegate 
producer and co-producer of many creative and original documentaries. Off World has a long-term 
collaboration with their national broadcasting companies VRT-Canvas, Lichtpunt and RTBF and national 
co-producers (Eklektik, Simple Production, Luna Blue Film...) Moreover, Off World co-produces 
documentaries with foreign broadcasting companies on a regular basis such as ARTE, IKON, RAI, TV3 
and with foreign producers such as Zeppers Film (NL), Moztu Filmak (ESP), Amo Film, Monkey Bay, 
French Connection (FR). Together with our close partner Walking The Dog, a feature film animation 
production company, Off World produced several animated documentaries.

Off World’s trademark is a contemporary and wayward look on the world, which springs from the 
passion and talent of the documentary authors.
Off World has build up a long term collaboration with renowned and distinguished documentary 
authors. However, Off World is also consistently investing in young filmmakers, as a creative investment 
for the future.
Off World maintains an personal editorial line in order to construct a clear frame for all its productions. 
In the centre of that frame we place the author’s personal and original approach and his/her critical 
view on an historic or current society. We want to mesmerize the viewer, invite him to think and develop 
new insights. After all, that is the basis for a broader and more sceptical view on the world. This is never 
a luxury in our society that all too often evolves in just a single dimension.
Therefore, our documentaries must contain universal values and must be able to reach people across 
all borders. Starting from its own clear and sometimes even local context, the documentary can clear 
the path for a broader truth.

Besides being a key player in the industry, Off World also works to usher Flanders into the global 
documentary industry. In 2009, the production company cofounded the professional organisation 
Flanders Doc along with fellow Flemish documentary producers. Flanders Doc unites creative forces in 
order to enhance the level of performance, professionalism and globalisation of the Flemish 
documentary industry. Off World is also an active EDN member.

Deschampheleerstraat 24-26, 1081 Brussels, Belgium
T: +32 2 412 40 40 | F: +32 2 412 40 49
info@offworld.be | www.offworld.be



2011 // IN PRODUCTION 
 
 
THE LAST PASSAGE, a film by Lurre Telleria en Enara Goikoetxea  in coproduction with RTBF 
(BE), Moztu Filmak (ESP) and Amo Film (FR), supported by Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

The Last Passage revisits one fateful night in a farmhouse in the Pyrenees, when six strangers from five different 
countries were arrested. Each person’s story weaves together to show the wider picture of the hundreds of ordinary 
people who formed a vast escape network across Europe during WWII.   
 

 
RED STAR LINE, a film by Daniël Cattier and Kristof Bilsen in coproduction with VRT-Canvas, 
supported by Flanders Media Fund (3 x ’52 series). 

Between 1873 and 1934 the Red Star Line transported more than 2.7 million emigrants from Antwerp to New York. 
The aim of this three-part creative documentary is to use the history of the Red Star Line to tell the story of 
emigrants who fled the civil war, poverty and persecution and went in search of the American dream. A story of 
drama, hope and confusion, failure and willpower.  
 

 
REINHOUD, A SCULPTURED LIFE, a film by Blaise D’Haese in coproduction with VRT-Canvas et 
RTBF. 

In "Reinhoud, a sculptured life” Blaise, son of Reinhoud D’Haese tells the story of the life of this exceptional artist 
and member of the famous COBRA art movement. 
 

 
THE BOY IS GONE, a film by Christoph Bohn  in coproduction with Simple Production, VRT-
Canvas, RTBF, BRF (BE) and Serious Film (NL). Supported by le Centre du cinema de la 
communauté française de Belgique, Dutch Film Fund and Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

A young boy pursues his dream of being a pilot and becomes instrumental to a nation’s nightmare. Based on his 
intense and personal memories, Christoph Bohn tells the story of the unknown German community in Belgium. An 
important part of the film is made in animation. 

 

 
LA TERRE AMOUREUSE, a film by Manu Bonmariage in coproduction with Iota productions, 
RTBF. supported by le Centre du cinema de la communauté française de la Belgique and 
Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

Things are not going well in our agricultural industry. This was once the engine that fed our society, and today an 
increasing number of farms are disappearing due to industrialisation and globalisation. In our country just 3% of the 
population still work as farmers. 3% of the population who have to feed the remaining 97%.  
Four stories of farmers seen from the angle of their passion for their beloved countryside and the passion of these 
farmers for the very badly needed love of a woman. Because farming life is above all a family affair, where men and 
women survive together. Fields, like women, need to be sown when they are fertile. Is it possible to have the same 
passion for the land as for a woman?  We go on a journey through all the seasons throughout a whole year in search 
of the woman behind the farmer and we ask whether a farmer can work his fields without the love of his wife. 

 
 
 
RELEASED // 2011 
 
LITTLE HEAVEN, a film by Lieven Corthouts  in coproduction with Lichtpunt, (BE), supported by 
the Belgian Development Cooperation and Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

This is the harrowing tale of an extraordinary orphanage in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s capital city. On their thirteenth 
birthday, children in this particular orphanage are told that they were born with HIV. It is a hard and confronting story, 
but also a hopeful one thanks to children’s and their caretakers’ zest for life. Developed at the Berlinale Talent 
Campus, Esodoc and Documentary in Europe 

 
 
 
 
 



RELEASED // 2010  
 
HOME & AWAY, a film by Ann Van de Vyvere in coproduction with Globe Aroma, the Kaai 
theater, Supported by Koning Boudewijn stichting. 

a documentary film about residing, home, privacy and precious objects. Which object are you always taking with you 
when you're constantly on the road or homeless? The film examines the relationship between human beings and 
objects, and more specific form the point of view of homeless people, expats, refugees, adventurers, .... and their 
most precious possession. 
 

 
KONGO, a film by Samuel Tilman in coproduction with Eklektik (BE), RTBF, ARTE, VRT-CANVAS. 
Supported by Wallimage, le Centre du cinema de la communauté française de Belgique, and 
Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

An ambitious and original project about one of the most turbulent African countries: Congo. This film is completely 
edited from original archive footage and new animation sequences. Broadcasted by RTBF  (Belgium/Wallonia) VRT-
Canvas (Belgium/Flanders), ARTE (France), Planète (France),  Ceska TV (Czech Republic) TV3 
(Spain/Catalunia) LTV (Letvia) RSI (Swiss/ Italian region) 
 

 
LEAVING MANDELA PARK, a film by Saskia Vredeveld in coproduction with Zeppers Film & TV, 
IKON, Lichtpunt. Supported by Dutch Film Fund, Cobo-fund, Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

a documentary about children in the South-African townships with a special drive to escape, however briefly, the 
drabness of everyday reality. Their dreams do not stand on their own. They are a metaphor for the hopeful future of 
a country trying to drag itself up from a mire of poverty and violence. Nominated best documentary film at the 
Dutch Film Festival (Gouden Kalf), official selection IDFA. Audience Award Russian Antropological Film Festival 
(RAFF) Jekaterinenburg, official selection DOCSDF International Film Festival (Mexico) 
 

 
LA ROYALE HARMONIE, a film by Manu Bonmariage  in coproduction with RTBF, supported by 
le Centre du cinema de la communauté française de la Belgique, and Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

Is Belgium a sick country? Manu Bonmariage puts these questions to a host of political figureheads, in the aim of 
drawing out their personal comments on the Belgian political dead-end that has made headlines around the world 
for months. 
 

 
THE PROMISED LAND, (LA TERRE PROMISE) a film by Luckas Vander Taelen and Pascal 
Verbeken in coproduction with Canvas and RTBF. Supported by le Centre du cinema de la 
communauté française de la Belgique, and Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

A historical road movie about the Flemish immigrants in the Walloon part of Belgium. Witnesses tell us the stories of 
the Flemish families that migrated from poverty-stricken parts of Flanders to the Walloon side during its industrial 
heyday.  Now, this region is one of the poorest in Western Europe, whereas Flanders is one of the richest. 

 
 
 
 
//2009  
 
GHISLAIN LIBART, THE LUMBERMAN, a film by Manu Riche, in coproduction with Canvas and 
Simple production. Supported by le Centre du cinema de la communauté française de la 
Belgique, and Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

Ghislain Libart is a modest lumberman from the Belgian Ardennes, who became world player in international wood 
trading. European cut trees are transported to Egypt, to make ‘neo-antique’ furniture for the Chinese market. A 
humble woodcutter who comes to symbolize economic globalization. 
 

 
LOOKING FOR DRAGONE, a film by Manu Bonmariage in coproduction with Canvas and RTBF, 
supported by the Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

The story of Franco Dragone, who put his small Belgian town of La Louvière on the world map by becoming the 
world’s most famous big show art director… Official sélection World Film festival, Montreal, 2009 

 
 



 
PAUL DUJARDIN, THE LONG MARCH, a film by Manu Riche in coproduction with Canvas and 
Arte Belgium, supported by Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

Paul Dujardin is the general director of the Belgian Institute of Fine Arts (Bozar). Dejardin introduces he political and 
cultural stakes that lie beyond the art itself. Even the art world has given in to the politics of globalization.  Paul 
Dujardin plays the field in great style, using his astute and refined understanding of the use of art to influence 
cultural and political policy-making both at home and abroad. This takes Dujardin all the way to the Forbidden City, 
the secret of modern fine arts... 
 

 
MONSEIGNEUR LÉONARD, a film by Mieke Struyve in coproduction with Canvas, supported by 
Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

On Bishop André-Mutien Léonard’s stance on the confrontation taking place between the conservative and 
progressive wing of the Catholic church.  
 

 
GLENN AUDENAERT, a film by Steve Thielemans in coproduction with Canvas, supported by 
Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

After many scandals that shook the Belgian political and judiciary system in the nineties, Glenn Audenaert became 
the new chief of the federal police. A portrait of this eccentric policeman and his colossal responsibilities. 
 

 
ARNE QUINZE, CREATOR OF ATMOSPHERE, a film by Tim De Keersmaecker, in coproduction 
with Canvas, supported by Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

Arne Quinze, a rising star of art and design, and his relationship with Barbara Becker, have propulsed him to 
international celebrity. Besides focusing on Arne Quinze's life and work, this film also mirrors the value of modern 
art, and the construction of an artist in the world of art, design, money, business, and glamour... Art can be very 
lucrative, and many businessmen look to invest in young artists in hope of a potential goldmine… 

 
 
// 2008  
 
MY FUTURE, a film by Lieven Corthouts in coproduction with Lichtpunt, supported by the 
Belgian Development Cooperation and Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

Hagere Selam, a small village in the North of Ethiopia. A seventeen year-old girl has to choose between leaving her 
village to attend high school in the big city, or staying, get married and having children like the other girls in her 
village. FIRST AWARD BEST DEBUTE FILM, Miradasdoc (2009), Official selection New York International 
Independent Film & Video Festival 2009), Docville Leuven Belgium (2009), Trois continentes Film festival, 
Nantes, France, (2009), Belgrade international short and documentary film festival, (2009),  international film 
festival of Huesca, Spain (2009), international short and documentary film festival, Edic Doc, Edinburgh, UK, 
(2010), Ethiopian film festival, Addis Abeba, (2010). Broadcasted by ARTE (France, Germany), TV3 (Spain), 
CIRTEF/TV5 MONDE (Conseil International des Radios-Télévisions d’Expression Française), TVI24 (Portugal) 

 
 
 
// 2007  
 
BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH, a film by Frank van den Engel and Masha Novikova in 
coproduction with Zeppers Film & TV, IKON, VAF. Supported by MediaFund and Flanders 
Audiovisual Fund. 

On the long journey of many months along the ancient Silk Road from Europe to China, the circus was the only 
entertainment along the way. In Uzbekistan, currently under dictatorship, the circus tradition is thriving, just as it was 
in the days of Genghis Khan, and the circus acts have changed little. Two circus artists must choose between 
continuing the old circus tradition and political involvement. Their choices have a serious effect on their lifelong 
friendship. World premiere Rotterdam Film Festival (Netherlands),  Official selection Tribeca International Film 
Festival(New York, USA)  Golden Apricot (Armeria) Melbourne International Filmfestival (Australia)  Louis 
Vuitton Hawaii International Film Festival (USA)  Vancouver International Film Festival (Canada)  Sevilla Festival 
de Cine (Spain), 1001 Belgesel Film Festival (Turkey)  Forumdoc.bh, (Brazil), Watch Docs Festival  (Poland), One 
World IFF (Czech Republic)  FIAAP  International Film Festival of Performing Arts  - International Jury | 
Documentary Prize of the Oficial Selection   University Jury | Documentary Priz (Portugal),  Taiwan International 
Documentary Festival (Taiwan), Document 6 International Human Rights Documentary (US) 

 
 



 
// 2006  

 
4 ELEMENTS, a film by Jiska Rickels a Fu Works production in coproduction with NPS, Dutch 
Film Fund, YLE and Canvas. 

A poetic visual essay about man's uneasy relationship with fire, water, earth and air, as seen through the experiences 
of fire-fighters in Siberia, king crab fisherman on the Bering Sea in Alaska, German mineworkers and Russian 
cosmonauts preparing a launch to the international space station. Grand prix jury award Trento Film Festival, 2008 
(Italy) official opening film IDFA, Amsterdam, 2006 (The Netherlands), Best Photography award Chicago 
International Film Festival, 2007 (USA), DDG Award Nederland (Dutch Directors Guild), Christal Film Holland 
Film Festival, 2007 (The Netherlands), Special Mention  International Environmental Film Festival Ecocinema, 
2008 (Greece), official sélections: Femina Film Festival, Rio de Janeiro, 2007, Brazil  / Film Festival Athene, 
2007, Greece / Mar Del Plata Film Fest, 2007, Brazil / Seattle International Film Festival, 2007, Etats-Unies / 
Festival International de Ciné en Guadalajara, 2007, Mexico / International Festival of New Film Split, 2007, 
Croatia / Architectuur Film Festival Rotterdam, 2007, The Netherlands / Karlovy Vary International Film Festival, 
2007, Czech Republic / B-side Festival Genius Hot Doc’s, 2007, Canada / Open Doek Festival Turnhout, 2007, 
Belgium / Madcat Women’s International Film Festival, 2007, Californie, USA International Environmental Film 
Festival Ecocinema, 2008 / Big Sky Documentary Festival, Missoula, 2008, Montana USA / Rhodos International 
Films and Visual Arts Festival, Rhodos, 2007, Greece / Talinn Black Nights Film Festival, Talinn, 2007, Estonie / 
Iran International Documentary Film Festival, Teheran, 2007, Iran /  Film Festival of Bangkok, 2007, Thailand 
 

 
JOHAN VERMEERSCH – THE PRESIDENT, a film by Manu Riche in coproduction with Canvas, 
supported by Flanders Audiovisual Fund.  

Johan Vermeersch is manager and president of football club Brussels.  After his career as a football player for RWDM 
(the former name of Brussels FC), he became one of the most successfully real estate developers in Brussels. Today, 
he succeeds bringing FC Brussels into the first division. This film follows Vermeersch and his club during their first 
and difficult year in the Belgian first division. 
 

 
PANAMAJUMBO, a film by Elise Nys in coproduction with Canvas, supported by Flanders 
Audiovisual Fund. 

About the micro cosmos of a Flemish entrepreneur family, lead by an ambitious businesswoman who married the 
famous artist Panamarenko, whose art is cleverly put to use to sell the family products. 
 

 
FERNAND HUTS – THE MARCHAND, a film by Manu Riche in coproduction with Canvas, 
Supported by the Flanders Audiovisual Fund. 

Fernand Huts and his wife Karine form are one of the most successful business couples in the city of Antwerp. They 
open the door into the heart of the Antwerp port and its economy. Besides their business, they are also notorious art 
collectors. In many ways, they are a Renaissance couple of the 21th century. 

 
 
 
 
// 2005  
 
STEVE STEVAERT – THE POLITICIAN, a film by Manu Riche in coproduction with Canvas, 
supported by Flanders Audiovisual Fund.  

The portrait of one of Belgium's current key politicians. Nowadays, politics have become a media reality, a story with 
good and bad actors. Steve Stevaert is the most eloquent phenomenon amongst them. 
 

 
THE HORSE RACE, a film by Mieke Struyve in coproduction with Canvas, supported by Flanders 
Audiovisual Fund.  

The Horse Race depicts a festival at the annual horse races in Western Flanders that exceeds folklore and, instead, 
becomes a story of tradition, old-fashioned social classes, and friendship. 

 
 
 
 


